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T HE 


PREFACE. 


Friendly Reader, | 
> Is not the ig A theſe Introduftory Lines, to endeavour the 
| | Pre-poſſeſſing of thy Mind with more favourable Sentiment s 
concerning Us, and our Cauſe, than what Truth and Jus 
ſtice may and do require : But to lay before thee plain Matter of Fadt, 
by way of Preface, to our following Defence ; to the End thou may'ſt 
ſee what ſteps our Adverſaries have taken to draw us into this Cox» 
troverſie, what Provocations they have given us thits to appear, ana 
the neceſſity of making this our Reply and Vindication Publick, 


For"tho* we' are Repreſented by the Prieſts, as the Stirrers up of 


Strife and Contention, \and the Beginners of this Controverſie ; yet, 
by the following Account, we hope the contrary will appear, and that 
they themſelves were the Authors thereof, aſſiſted by F. Bugg ; they 
having Challenged us in Geaeral Terms, and Charged us with Bla\- 
phemy againft God, agaiaſt Chrilt, azd againſt the Holy Scrip- 
tures, &'c. which we are 70t guilty of ; and appoined us Time. and 
Place, viz. on the 8th of December, 1698. i Weſt-Dereham 
Church ( /o called) Then and There to hear the ſaid Charge proved 
aoainſt ws; and ſeveral Letters paſſed between Them and Us relating 
therennto ; wherein we Demanaed & Copy of their Charge ; 2a?!» 
che Authors Names, Titles of the Books, and Pages, which we 
thoaght Jaſt and Reaſonable for them to give us, becauſe they pre- 
/rnded to Charge ms out of our Friends Books, that if the Authors 
were Living they miznt Explain for themſelves; or if Dead, we 
might bave time to make aue Preparation for our ſelves, 

And their Onfairneſs was ſuch, that we coald not prevail with 
them, bat that they were reſotvtd to proceed, whether we would meet 
them or no, upon their own Terms ; that is, without giving us the 
Part icalars of their Charge : We judged it jiteaful to make our Ap- 
prarance at the Time and Plac? by them appointed, not i» Comply 
wrch their Challenge, apon the Mealures which they had fixia'; bat to 
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znſift upon our former Demand, in the ftce of all the People then and there 
Aſſembled ; and in Caſe of Refuſal, y ny 4 agginſt their Proceedings, as 
Unjuſt and Unreaſonable; bich we arcordi! 1 did. notwifÞ ſtanding 
our rk = wit both*by Sober Reaſoning, _- Earneſt Amweaties, Bhey [fill 
politively denied us. 

This we thought was wery hard Dealing, from thoſe who would be ac- 
counted Miniſters of Chriſt; 'but -odr ave ; to, theffill. of 
God, whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve; we 'conel. to be at Quiet, and Pa- 
tiently to bear our Burden ; not in the - intending to Print a Narrative MI 
hat paſſed between Them an4 Us : And the mire eſpecially, becauſe, at t 
' End of the Meeting, ſome of the Prieſts were beard to ſay, Now we have 
done with the Quakers. 4nd one of the Quakers wefired to know when 
' they would meet again ; the Prieſts anſwered, Let it-end here. 

But theſe appeared to be Words of Courſe, and net of Rewlity, as the Seque! 
ſoon demonſtrated : For quickly :after came. forth, im the:Printed News, « 
very Partial and Erroneous Account þ Jon Weſt-Detcham Gonferzyce, gvhich 
we were willing to Hope, was not done by. the Direftion or Conſent of any of 
' the Prieſts that were concerned therein : But our Hopes were ſoon fruſtrated ; 
for in another News Paper, ſoon after that, it was affirmed to be Jone by 
their Approbation ; and then'came forth their Printed Relation, falſly. called, 
The Quakers Challenge, with ſeveral of their own Names to it, and ſome 
other Perſons. In which, as we conceive, are many Falſh:1ds, nine Re- 
feftions and Inſinuations contained. | 

And for Proof hereof, we intreat the Peruſal of 'this enſuing Reply, 

For the Manifeſting of Truth, and Clearing Us, and for the Undeceiving 
thoſe that have been, or may be, miſled by. that untrue Relation, which 
Atteſted by ſome Perſons of Note, \whom we believe were-the more eaſily per- 
{waded to Subſcribe it, becauſe they had not a Right Underſtanding, who were 
:be Aggrellors and Fomenters of G-oneroverie, and the Pricfts fur- 

ther Delign againſt us, who are their Peaceable Neighbours, and 


True Friends, 


Richard Aſhby, . John Fi deman, 
Thomas Bonnet, . Daniel Phillips, 
Joha Hubbard, Tho. Buckingham. 


. 


"Some 


T2 


is 


| ANIMADVERSIONS 
. UPON THE 


| Norfolk Prieſts Relation of the Weſt- 


, 
j \ Derebain Conference. 
. | \'* 
; Elation, p. 1. *Some Qaakers in the County of Nor- 
} R * folk having, by a Letter, Challenged the Clergy of 
- - ®. < the Charch of Eng and, Time and Place (leave 
f —_ our Superiours firſt obtained ) were at length 
© fixed. | | 
Þ Animadverſion, This is precariouſly Aﬀerted by the 
/4 Prieſts, and therefore lies upon them yet to prove; for it 
s | is not their Prefixing an undue Title to our frf# Letter, 
'- | and then calling it by the Name of the Quekers Challenge, 
4 that will make it ſo. If they had owned. themſelves the 
firſt Challengers of the Quakers, they had done themſelves 
Juſtice, and the World too ; whom they have Impog'd up- 
on,by that Fiftitious Frontis-piece. For we did in our Let- 
zers to them, and do hereby deny both to them, and all 
that ſhall read our Defexce, that we were the Aggreſſors 
and-firft Challengers.” And for the elearing our Tanocency 
in this Matter, we have herewith cauſed Certificates to 
be Printed ; which we conceive, will fully Evince, and 
Manifeft that the 4zgreſion lay at their own Doors, and 
[their Mercenary Agent and Accotnplice F. Bugg's. 
B 


ne 


And 


$'3.3 
And had thoſe, whom they ſtile their Superiours, had 
a right-Information hereof; -and-alfo-of-rheir Fannring at 
us; and Daringly Saying,” That if we-came”nor-at their 
Sammons, it ſhould be a Token .of our Inſincerity and 
Cowaraiſe for 'ever ; we are Charitably  Perſwaded, they 
would not fo far have Countenanced theſe Prie/ts, as they 
Juggeſt they; have. '! F\ 19 [EE 

And whereas they ſay, Time and Place were at length 
fixed; they ought allo ito have told, who fixed them; 
for that was their own Act. But this they have con 
cealed here, to bliad the Reader, and ' hide. their: own 
Forwardnels, . However their Letter, dated the 27th: of 
Otober, 1698..'1s\ an undeniable Witneſs againſt them, 
as to the fixing of Time and Place; and though we told 
them 7 our Letter on the 23d of the '9th Month follow- 
ing, * Seeing you: reſolutely Refuſe - our Juſt Demand 
(viz. of 4 Copy of their Charge) © we do not look upon our 
© ſelves obliged ta meet you under the Limitation of your 
Terms: Yet they proceeded according to what they 
wrote in their Letter, dated the 16th of November, in 
theſe words, © Pray trouble us no more with your Let- 
© ters, for our Meaſures are fix?d, and you may: chuſe 
* whether you will meet us upon the Terms reſolved upon 
* or no, | 

Rel. p. 1. * And our Charge, according to their deſire, 
« ſent to them, as appears by our firſt Letter. 

Animad. They ſent us a Charge indeed, but not accord- 
ing to our Deſire; for we Deſired a Particular of the B/a/- 
phemies they Charged us with, together with the Authors 
Names, Titles of the Books, and Pages, as may be ſeen by 
the Three laſt of our Letters: But this they conſtantly De- 
nied us. In our firſt Letter, we were not ſo expreſs as we 
were afterwards, when we {aw in what General Terms 
they Charged us ; but we:Fhought, it had been enough 
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to let them know our Freedom to'take their Charge, and 
ttand a Publick''Prial, deſiring | anly © the Common Privi- 
ledees. t0-\ſuch?:Qccaſions belonging. '\'Now- what are theſe 
Common Priviledges, but a Particular of #heir Charee, with 
Author, 'Title, Book and Page; \conlidering , they told us 
in "their , Letter dated the 34. of November, 1698. 
We intend to Charge you with Blaſphemy out of your own 
Books, i014 07 4 6) 2 32.2101 | 

: Rel. p;''1#% And on the day appointed; wiz, December 


. © the 87h, 1698. the" Quakers and We met in Weſt-Dereham- 


* Charch, 1n the County aforeſaid, and took our Places 
| before prepared, We firſt read the Service of the Day, 
* near the Beginning'oof which, they coming in ſaid it out, 
© not to joyn in the Duty, [but rather to affront it,. carrying 
* themlelves Irreverently allthe: Time. 

Animad, * Tis true, We-met them on the 8th. of the 1014. 
Month, 1698. in Weſt-Dereham Steeple-Hoaſe; but We 
neither appointed the Day, nor the Place, nor agreed to 
their Terms; for we looked: upon their Terms as Unrea- 
lonable. And therefore our Appearing there, was, not to 
joyn Ifſue wich them, and' to Anſwer their -pretended 
Charge; but to demand at this Meeting, what we had 
ſo often in our Letters Inſiſted upon before, and they had 
Refuſed us, namely, 4 Copy of their Charge; and to ac- 
quaint the People, . whom the! Pr/e//s had Miſinformed, 


. that we were notthe fir/# Challengers, 


Our coming in while they were at their Service, was by 
the Diretion of their Warden and a Watch-man, ſent, 
as we Suppole, for that Purpoſe. And when we were come 
in, tho? wedid not joyn with them ; yet we offered no Af- 
front, nor carried our ſelves Irreverently, unleſs a Silent 
and Seriogs Deportment all the Time of their Service, may 
bring us under that Imputation.' | 


(4) x 


Rel. p. 1. © As ſoon as onr Service was etided, one of 
6 their Speakers bens to Pray ; whereupon all of them 
6 WO pulled off their Hats, and carried themſelves 
© as at a Religious Worſhip. 

Animad, We hope that was no Offence, and if they 
could ſay in Truth, they were for that Time, Sober and 
Quiet, as we were during their Service, as #hey rightly 
call it; we think it would have been more to their Repy- 
tation, than to Ury out, 4 Conmventicle, s Comventicle (a 
Thing ftrange to hear of in a Sreeple-Homnfe ) while our 
Friend was. on his knees Praying to Almighty God ; as if 
there was a Law agaiaft Praying to Him, which we know 
nothing of, and beſides it's Allowed by their Litargy. 

Rel. p. x. * Weinſiſted that they were o«r Chatlengers, 
* and repeated to them their own Letter of Challenge; 
« They told us, they were provoked by certain Carriages 
£ of ours to write that Letter. | 

Animad. "True it is, we did, and do deny, that we were | 
the Aegreſſors and firſt Challengers, and we Proffered ſe- 
veral Teſtemonies to Clear up that Matter ; but being then 
Obftrudted by our Adver/arzes,We havenow Priated them, 
and leave the Judgment and Decifton thereof to the 
Impartial. ' 

Rel.p.1, 2. * And after many long Harangues of ſeve- 
© ral of their Speakers, they deſired that all the Lerrers 
* which paſſed between us might be read tothe Auditory; 
'© not as if they could get any Advantage by reading them, 
but as appeared to us afterwards, meerly to divert us an 
© Hour or more from proſecuting owr Charge. 

Animad, It was very reaſonable the Letters ſhould be 
read, that the People might underſtand ; Firft, that they 
were the firſt Challengers and Chargers ; which, they now 
grant by Complaining, they were Diverted from profe- 
cuting their Charge. Seconaly, That we had ſeveral Times 

| | Requeſted 


(43 
Books ;; out of which they did intend to Oharge us, that we 
might have been duly Prepared to Meer them, and Give 
proper Anſwers to their ſeveral Charges: For there is a 
common Juſtice due to every Man, that he ſhould have 


the Liberty to Explain his own Words; and if the Author 


was Dead, or could not be there,that his Meaning by other 
Words or Sentences relating to the ſame Subjea might be 
Explained; and if they could not, then it was Time'enough 
to Diſownthoſfe Words and Sentences, but not without due 


Examination ; for otherwiſe we ſhould be Unjuſt to our 


Friends, and Injurious to our Selves, 
Rel.p.2. © We anſwered, we had Law and Equity a- 


« painſt ſuch an Unreaſonable Demand: We told chem the: 
© Law was their own, *twas from Edward Burroughs, who» 


< was a Sonof Thunder, and ſpoke all from: rhe Mouth of 


© the Lord, whoſe Book uſed to be with them, of as much. 


© Authority, as the Bible.” 


Animad, Our Demand was, a more Particular Account: 


than a General Charge. But was this Unreaſonable ? Or 
is there either Law or Equity that forbids it? We know 
of none that doth ; but do Conceive, we have both on our 
Side. Fheir Allegation out of Edward Barroxghs doth not 
reach the Caſe, nor could his Authority Settle the Prelimi- 
naries of the .Coxferexce : For he hath been dead about 35. 
Years, and this was Publiſhed about 5 Years: before that; 
therefore what is a Challenge of near qo Years Standing, 
and by a Friend, ſolong ſince dead, tous? Is it Reaſonable 
that that ſhould AﬀeCt us,and Set us ſuch Meaſures,as theſe 
Partial Judges Pitch'd and Reſolv*d upon? Beſides E. B. 
tho' he made-an ample Offer to the Prieſts of that Day, 
faying, Let them appoint Time, Place, and proffer Terms at 
vheir own Pleaſure : Yet he did not thereby Oblive us by any 
Expreſs Word or Conſequence, Rn 


Requeſted the Authors Newer, rhe Titles and Pages of the 
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That. he was \Boeterges, ,ony14 Son! of: Tharider; and 


did Speak} from.;the-Meuth of: thei Lord,” we'hy mbly. 


Acknowledge ;: and Bleſs God for Raiſing :up'and Sending 
forth lo Eminent -and Able an Inſtrumear, to Preach the Ec 
verlaſting Geſpel, His, Memory is Precious among Us, 
and his Books.of Eſteem ; but not. of Equal Authority with 
the Bible. For though, he had received a Meaſijre of the 
ſame Spirit, which was 1n the Holy Pen-men: yet Diſpen- 
ſations Vary agcording-to the! manifold Wiſdom of God ; 
and therefore we prefer the Bjble before E. B's Books, 
and all other Writings Exrant whatſoever, 

We do not Plead for any New Goſpel, Faith, or. Doftrine, 
different from that wizielh Chriſt, and his Holy Prophets and 
Apoltles taught,and is Recorded in the Scriprares of Truth : 
but tor the Revelation of that, which they Taught, and is 
therein Recorded, Wherefore as the Apoſtle lays; There 
are atverſuzes of Gifts, bat the ſame Spirit ; and there are dif- 
Jerences of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord; and'there are 
atlerſities of Qperations, tt it is the ſame God which worketh 
all in ali: Bat the: Manifeftation of the Spirit is given to every 
Maz to profit withal, 1 Cor. 12.4, 5,6,7. So lay we, vis. 
That there is a Meaſure of che lame Spirit in us, which 
was in the Holy Prophets and Apoitles ; ſo that tis not an 
Equality of any Writings with theirs, but a Mezſare of 
the.ſame Spirit of Revelation which they had, that we 
Contend: for. te ET | 

Rel. p. 3. © For the nature of the B/a/phemy we Charge 
* them with, ſhould be fo Plain.and Ogvious, that every 
* Chriltianjhall be able to Underſtand it, to be fo upon the 
* Reading, it. to.them. © 4! | 4 14 THEIRS 
Animag. If the Nature of the B/z/phemy be fo Plain and 
Obvious, as thele Men pretend ; why did they Refuſe at 
the Copference, to give us a Particular Account of it ? For 
thicir Charging us with Bl/aſphemy of fo Plain a Na rure, and 
fr: | yet 


6.7) 
yet-Denying us "a Copy, after'/p "ably Demands, gives us 
juſt Cauſe'to Suſpeft they-are Confeious of 'the Tnvalidiry 
of their: Proofs," and "therefore 'of the Charger itſelf; but 
that Envy link*d. with Tztereff, Prompts them*to 'Calum- 
niate Loaudly; that Some might be'Frighted from Com- 
ing near us, - and Others' Itritated- to (Hare, 'Malign and 
Perſetate mg, OOO DEN UF DIG ITN! 

| Rel. p, 3. © But ſhould we tell them the Namesof 047 
« Books, Page and Line before-hand,” we had"deſerv*d ra- 
6ther to be /aghed at as Fools, than /ooked ou as Diſpat ants ; 
« for this would be to ſend them our Arguments before the 
« Diſputation. ''! | | 


- 


Animaa, Hetethey make a Poor Excuſe for Denying our 


Juſt Demands, and then give as Weak a Reafon for it. But 
has the Hiding the Names of their Books, Page and Line 
from us, Secured their Reputation among Mer of Wi/ſ- 


dom? Or only got them rhe blind Applauſes of the Te- 


norant ? We know that Juſtice and True Wiſdom are In- 
ſeparable; and: theretore, ſeeing they have Poſitively Re- 
fuſed us Juſtice, their. Ambition of being accounted'D//- 
putants, when they themſelves know, *rwas no Diſput a- 
tion ; as it cannot Cover them trom the Imputation 'of 


_ Folly, ſo can it not Acquit them of the Guilt of 1;-- 


jaſtice. | | 
Did ever Men Apologize to lefs Advantage than theſe 


have done ? We never delfired their Arguments, but their 
Quotations, that we might know where to find the Blaſ-- 
phemies (if any Such: there were in our Friends Books ). 


and make Preparation' for our Anſwer : ' And ye there they 


talk of ther Arguments, as though we Solicited for them: 


before hand : For we told them, tiiey might Reſerve 7herr 


Arguments till they Needed them, and: yet might” Rea-- 
ſonably Give us the Qzot ations, they Pretended to Argue. 


That: 


UPON 
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(3) 
"That they had a great Mind to be looked on as Di/- 
putants, were willing to ſeem furniſhed with Argu- 
ments, to prove their Charge, we do not Deny ;: if Cle 
mourous Harangues, and Tricking Attempts, be any Evi- 
dence of it : Kpr they would Fain have Drawn us into this 
Snare, namely, To have Condemned: our Friends of Blaſ- 
phemy, before we had Examined what that was, which 
chey Called fo, Which Vain Effort, whether jt Proclaims 
their Folh, or Speaks their Howeftly and Fairneſs in Ar- 
gying, the Impartial Reader, though but of a Commoa 
Capacity, may eaſily Determine. 

Prieſt Archer of Milden-Hall confeſſed indeed, that the 
Qaakers of this Generation were Orthodox ; and the Confe(- 


* Ton of an Aaverſary is. very conſiderable: But he would 


have had us Condema-our Friends Books, before we ei- 


ther Heard, or Saw, or Knew, that there was any B/aſphe- | 


-y in them. But we-conceive, it would have been as un- 
Juſt in us, to have Condemned the Evidence before we 
Heard them; as it was, and-1s, in our Exemies to Conceal 
them from us, | 

Rel. p. 4. * We told them, the Evidence we ſhould bring 
© was not from Oxrs, but from their Ow# Books; and it 


© was-not fit we ſhould tell them the Names of our Wit- 


© nefſes before hand, that they might have time to tamper 
< with them, and make them fpeak what they never in- 
© tended. | : 

Animad, Tt Looks, as it Co were ſomewhat 
Confuſed; for in p, 3- they 1ay, Oar Books, Page 
ann Line; here forgetting what they Said but fix Lines 
ry they fay, | Not from Ours, but from their Own 
Books, | 

Again, how Looſely and Idly doithey Diſcourſe in the 
jattorj Part of this Paragraph, about ozwr 7ampering with 
their Witneſſes? Was it poſſible for us rv Tamper, as they 
Phraſe 
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-” (9) 
Phraſe it, with ther, v#z. 'Printed Books, which were in 
their own Hands; and ini the Hards of many Others? Or - 
could we make thery Speak otherwife than they do? Sure- 
ly, the Weakneſs of this Argument, as well as the Diſparity 
between Books and Mer; ſhews little Wiſdom in thele 
Learned Reftors, and rather befpeaks cheir Shortneſs, than 
their Sharpneſs. Me : 

Rel.'p. 4. * When a Time of Diſputation with an Ad- 
© verſary is ſet, and T have ſent him the Que/tions to be 
« Diſputed on; was it ever expetted that I ſhould before 
© the Time ſend him all my Proofs? The Queſtion you 
© know betwixt us is, whether they' are Blaſphemers or no ? 

Animad, Here is another Blader, hardly tolerable in 
any, but in ſuch Diſputants. Sometimes *tis 1, ſome» 
times *tis We or Vs, Singular and Playal, One and More, 
as their Fancy leads thetni. But leaving this Confuſed Va- 
riation of Numbers, letus Attend to what they fay next ; 
(The Queſtion (fay they) you know betwixt us is, whe. 
(ther they are B/aſphemeys of no? This is another Efla- 
viam from a cloudy Intelle&. They never, till now, put 
it in the Form of a Quſtion, whether we were Bla(phe- 
mers or no? But Charg*d-us with Expreſs and Downo-right 
Blaſphemy, Therefore they are gone from their former 
Mode of Expreſſion, and have brought it now to Terms 
of a Diſputable Nature. 

Rel. p. 4. © Preſently they cry*d out, We Reproach the 
' Parliament,” who have owned them to be Diſſenting Pro- 
' teſtants, whulft we would prove them to be Blaſphemrers ; 
and indeed they did ſtrut exceedingly for the Honour 
' the Parliament hath done them, to Recognize them as 
' Proteſtants, as if under the ProteCtion of the AR of Par- 
' liament, they might Blaſpheme (cam Privilegio) and no 
* Body muſt be fo bold as to ask them, Why do 
i you-{0? 


-_ nc — 
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Animad. We Received.i not 'our Relibion' of Man, nor 
were we Taught it after a Traditional Manner, bor by the 
Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, whom the Lord'God. hath laid wh 
#z Zion for a ſure Founaation, Ia. 28. 16. Even the Foun- Fat 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Eph. 2. 20. and of all I ”%® 
the Righteous in every Generation. And He that is our I f*" 
Foundation, the fame 1s our Defence and Prote&tion : For the 
he is our King, the Lord God Omnipotent, and the Head || = 
of the true Charch, which is tn God the Father, and the Lord ſtin 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Theſl. 1. 1, and againſt which the Gates of I 
Hell ſhall never be able to prevail, Mat. 16. 18. As we Re- pe 
ceived not our Religion from Man, fo. Man cannot Con- FF . 
tinue 1t to us, nor Take it from us. Yet we did and cl 
do Grarefully Acknowledge the Favour of the Government, i . © 
and do Deſire to Bleſs Almighty God for it, by whom Kzngs Nl Þ * 
reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, Prov. 8. 15. And fo far 
were we from Abuſing this Favour, that we Commended ded 
the Reaſon they Aſſigned for it, namely, The Uniting I ©” 


of the King's Pzoteſtant Subjects in Fntereſt and | ** 
Aﬀection, and Earneſtly Preſſed the Proſecution of it : For rat 
we Heartily Deſire theWell-fare of our Country, and AQtu- = 


ally Endeavour it, according to what we have:Received, 
whereſoever our Lot is Providentally Caft. | S&elt 
But it never was 1n our Hearts to conceive, that we had 
chereby a Patviledge to Blaſpheme God, oz Contemn U, 
Juthozity, though theſe Prieſfs have Miſrepreſented us, Wy 
- both to our Nezghbours, and the Nation, to be Perſons C 
that Blaſpheme under the Protection of an ACEt of Parlia- Y 
ment.. O Unchriſtian Pra&tice! Are theſe the Teachers | *©0 
of the People? Are theſe Miniſters'of Chriſt ? If the Tree inc 
is to be known by its Fruit, their Works do-apparently 
Diſcover that they are not. 
As to the Demeaning our Selves. under the Govers- 
meat, We Hope, ie have had our Converſation Honeſt in the 


fight 
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Sight of all Men, and have led quiet and pegceable Lives, 


s in all Godlineſs and Soneſy : Not only Doin unto others, 
1 what 'we' would! ave tem, unto. us; but we have 
Patiently Ber many” 


| | _— and Undergone great Safi 
1 I iz; for Truth and: righteouſneſs ſake. And in this Tem- 
per and- Evenneſs of Spirit, have we been Preſerved by 
the Power /of' bur God, under 41, and through Al our 
1 | Exerciſes, to this very Day: And we have not oply a Te- 
1 | fimony mour Selves, but'many Wzrzeſſgs withour us, 10, 
f contrary to that' Srirutrzng Carriage, our, Adverſartes tallly. 
| Speak of, we Behaved our ſelves at this Conference. 

| Rel. p. 4. © They told us, we are going about moſt un- 
4 I *charitably' ro Damn themall, "© 7, -- > 
;: |  4nimad. And fo they were ; but that "nqther, was nor. 


> © Lord and Savioar Jeſus Chriſt. © They have indeed Inva- 
4 I ded the Regal Power of Chrift, and Taken upon them to 
"_ Bind- and Looſe, as though' they were the, Succeſſers of 
0 MN Pfter; but wherein do'they truly, Succeed him? Is it not 
or © father in Denying of his Maſter, than in Owning of him? 
13. I For they neither Follow him in Fzizh, Do#rine, Humility, 
4: N Patience, nor in any other Characters of that Penitent and 
'? I &lfdenying Apoſtle and Miniſter of Chriſt. 

ad Rel.'p. 4. 'We told them, they may Repent of their 
wm © Blaſphemies, and be ſaved *For Paul! was once one of 
is.  fheir Companions in Blaſpheming the Name of Jeſus 
I Chriſt. : 

_ Animad, We replied, That ever ſince we have been a 
rs © Pcople Gathered by the Power and Spirit of God, we have 
-ce I incerely Believed, and do ſtill Believe, i» the Lord Jeſus 
tly Chriſt, as the holy Scriptures do Declare of him; and do 
not only plainly Say, but alto firmly Believe, That there is 
n other Name given under Heaven whereby Man can be ſa- 
vea; neither is there Sa/vation in any other Name : And this 
we hope 1s no Blaſphemy. C 2 Whcre- 


——_—_—-_— 


is in their” Power to''do'; Thayks be to God through, our 
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_ Whereas they fa » Paul KY "ys \Oxe of 
in Blaſ #/pheming the WQ. 


Deny,that' oper i = SN 


we are called; and wh Ic PEO BY | 
fidence iv, 20d Prefer þ! al To ather N awe. | And ; if 
they mean by Pagl, the A le ond they have ſhewn 


NE Eine Selah the 


great Tenorance, in not Piſti 
Whils he Jet undcr 


riſee, 8 and Paul the Apo 
the Firſt Denomination, Rode 1k A BL phemer, and. now: Uits 
der the Second... For. waving the Conjures of, athers, 
about his having two Names at his Circumciſion, Saul 3 
Jewiſh, and Pau! a Roman Name: We never Read inall 
che Holy Scriptures, -that he was called Pay, till after his 
Converſion, ſee As 13, 9. -where us ſaid, He. mas filed 
with the” Hol Ghoſt ; a theo Pod no Blaſpherer:; 

So that their Sale, t Deligned to our Reproach, 
Tends greatly to our COuge Pay! the Apoſtle is our 
Companion in the Fajth and Patience of Jeſus:Chriſft; 
bur not Sal the Perſecuror and Blaſphemex, ;- +, - 

Rel. P. 5. ©' They told us, Blaſphemy againſt God, was 
© the S1 againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt 
* was God: We told them, we were Sorry.it was ſo for 
< their ſakes; but for their Comfort, we hope for to make 
« it Appear, it way not that Unpardonable $in; So from 
© the 12th of St, Matthew we explained to them the Na- 
© 'ture of that Sin, and ſo Stop'd their Mouths, 

Animad, They hoped to make it Appear, That Blaſphe- 
my againſt God _ wot that Unparaonable Sin, mentioned 
in as 12th of Matthew, but have not done it; neither 


have they Defined that unpardonable Sin, or Proved, that 


Blaſphemy againſt God is not Blaſphery againſt-the Hoy 
Ghoft. 


If they had explained to us the Nature of that Sin, 
they ſhould firit have given the- E:zmology, and Proper 
Sign» 


In nw 


Fa. — At Sd oo Boi - . co. Pang 
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s Signification of the'word Blaſphewy; for how ſhould the 
is, before they are Informed what Blzſphemy it ſelf Signi- 
q fieth? $0 that not Acquainting the People with the pro- 

per Senſe of the Word, they were Barbariaxs to the Major 
q Part of the Auditory, and fild their Ears only with 
| Frightful and Unintclligible Sounds. *Twill therefore be 
* Conyenient, ſince theſe Learned Reffors-bave not done it, 
an to Explain the word Bleſphemy, and make it Obvious to the 
2 Capacity and Underſtanding of the People. 


1 The Word then is of Greek Original, Bazogyula, Blapbemy; 
b often rendered ſo by our Tranſlators, Lexicograpbers ge- 
” nerally Derive it from Baawlew Thy #1, that ts, to Calam- 


niate, Speak Evil, or Reproach the good Name of another. 

h And thts according to Beza, in his Notes upon Mar. 9. 3. 
is the common Acceptation of it among the more Elegant 
fy Greek Writers, Blaſphemy then in True and Proper En- 
: glifſh is Evil Speaking ; and fo *tis Tranſlated, Eph. 4. 31. 
Let ali Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamoar, 


vr (Kai: Bagopuuia) aus Evil-ſpeaking, be put away from you, with 
5 all Malice, : : | 

"8 And having given the genuine Senſe of the Word, we 
| will in the next Place, for the Benefit both of Prie/ts and 
ax People, Acquaint them with what their own Church fays 


of Ewvil-ſpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt - They may find it 

" in Authony Sparrow's ColletFion of Articles, &c. p. 44. and 
| p it is this, * Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt is, when a 
a © Man of Malice, and Stubbornneſs of Mind, doth rail 
Kg * upon the Fruth of God's Word manifeſtly perceived 
1, | © 2nd being Enemy thereto, Perſecuteth the ſame. ?Tis the 
/ 17th of the Articles agreed upon by the Biſhops and others 
in the Convocation at Lonaon, in the Year 1552. and 
Publiſhed by the Authority of King Eaward VI. in the 
Year 1553. We do not fay, That we Agree to this Defini- 
| tion, 


Pcople Underſtand, what Ble/pbemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
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ion ; but'it being the Account their Convocation gives of it 

we conceive the Prieſts ſhould either Own it; or Reje& that 
Article made in the Year 1562. by another Convocation; 
which declares, The Church hath Authority in Controverſies 
of Faith, If they will own 'it, then whether the” Sin 
againſt God be the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt or no? We 
do not ſce how they can Quit themſelves of the Blzſphemy 
the Article {peaks of. For do they not of Malice Rail upon 
the Truth of God's Word maniteſtiy perceived, and as 
Enemies thereunto- Perſecute the ſame, in Charging fo 
many Blaſphemies upon the Light within, as taught by the 
Quakers ?. For the Light within is:Chrift, and Chriſt is the 
Truth of God's Word, The. Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
John 14.6. The Word that was in the: beginning with God, 
and was God, Chap. 1. 1. The Sum and Subſtance of the 
Goſpel, and that which the Holy Scriptures give Teſtimo- 
ny of, and we Believe and-Teach. 

But whether the Blaſphemy againſt»the Holy Ghoſt be 
Unpardonable, we ſhall not Determine: A great:DoCtor of 
their own Communion. was. of ;the Optnien, it was not ; 
fee Hammonds Annot. upon Mat. 12. | 

If they Print again, we'intreat them to be Plain and 
Open, and not Talk great. Words in the Dark, to En- 
deavour to Fright People, and to Exaſperate them againſt 
us without any juſt Cauſe or Provocation. 

Rel. p. 5. * And-now we began to Charge them with 
* Blaſphemy againſt God. _ 

Animad, Whom did they begin to Charge ? Not the 
Qzaters of this preſent Generation, tor they were then ac- 
knowledged Orthodox ; and yet at firſt, all were by them 
Charged to be Blaſphemers ; ſee their Contradition. 

Rel. p. 5. * And as ſoon as we began to proſecute our 
* Charge, one gets upon a Form, and Bawls aloud ro the 
« People, &c. | | 


Auimaa. 
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| Animid. TOs true, 'one' oo up: on 2 Form, and made a - 
Solemn Confeffion of Faith 'in Scripture-Terms ; yet 
_ not Bawl, but in words of Sobriety Declared to this 
EffeQ: 

We Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, and in Jeſus Chriſt his only Begotten Son, our Lord 
and Saviour, who was Born of the Virgin Mary (whom the Holy 
| Ghoſt overſhadowed) who appeared in the World in that Body 
prepared for him; who died for our Sins, and roſe again for 
our Juſtification. And we Believe in the Holy Spirit, and own 
the Three that bear Record in Heaven, and that theſe Three 
are One. We Onn the Holy Scriptares of Truth, and Believe 
they were given forth by Divine Inſpiration, and that they. are 
profitable for Dottrine, for Reproof, ” Corredtion, for Inſtratti- 
on in Righteouſneſs, and are able to make the Man of God wiſe 
to Salvation, through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſas. AndWe 
Efteem the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New Teſtament, to 
be the beſt Book in all the World, and could be glad that People 
did ſpend more of their time in Reading of them.. And the Or- 
dinances of Jeſus Chriſt, his Baptiſm and Supper, according 
to the Holy Scriptares ; and that we neither Preach, Teach,. 
nor Believe in any other Light than the Life of that Word, 
which was in the beginning with God, and was God :. 
And therefore this Light, as taught by ts, could not expoſe its 
to Error or Blaſphemy.. os. 

And we own Magiſtracy to be 1he Ordinance of God, for the 
Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and Praiſe of them that do well. 

Rel. p. 5. * This Diſorder hindred us from Proſecuting 
- our deſign toany Purpoſe; tho? we permitted every one 
* of them from- Lozadon, or from Rome, if they pleaſed, to. 
© have free Liberty to Diſpute, if they will do it fairly, 
* without Noiſe or Clamour. 

Animad.. Whatever.their Deſign was, it: ſeems they. did 
not Proſecute it to any Purpoſe : 'But what an unjuſt and 

ufikind: 
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unkind Infinuation is this,, from. London 9r:Rome? As 
tho? we had Romiſh Emiſſaries among us ; who, Bleſſed' be 
our God, do equallyſRenounce all the Corrupt Doctrines, 
Anti-Chriſtian Spirit, Lord-like Power and Granadear, Ido» 
latrous Worſhip, Superſtitious Ceremonies, and Wicked: Pra- 
ices, both of Pope, and all Others, who Perſecute for 
Religion and Conſcience towards God, it being Romiſh. 
And this we Teſtifie and Declare, that Whoever they are 


that promote Perſecution, upon any Pretence whatſoever, 


they are Friends to Rowe, and not to England, being. 2ro- 
feſt Enemies to Chriſtian Liberty and: Property, and Pablick 
Diſturbers of the Peace of their Native Country. 


Rel. p..5. * And whereas. we brought a great Number | 
© of the Quakers Books, both - Old. and New, and: all of. 


them of their moſt Celebrated Authors, they cried no 
© Books, no Arguments; which occaſioned great Laughter 
* andShouting among the People. | 
Animad.. Who ſaid ſo? We would willingly have dif 
courſed upon Books Regularly, but. when we demanded a 
Copy of their Charge, which: was but Juſtice; then the 
Managers of the Conference, Who ſhould have been Examples 


to the People, of Gravity and Soberneſs, did turn: it off to 


Laughter and Shouting, with a Compazcy of vaies Perſons there 
preſent, to Joyn them therein. | | 
Rel. p. 6. * And ever and anon they -would have been 
* Charging us Inſolently, urging us to prove our ſelves 
« Chriſtians. | | EET 
 Animad, They gave-us-great Occaſion to Queſtion* their 
C:ri/tianity, by reaſon of their frequent Hifſing and Hol- 
owing, which made us take Notice of it to' the Auditory, 
On they might Obſerve what Fruits ſome of them brought 
orth. | £ 
Rel. p. 6. * And. by and By. we muſt prove our ſelves 
« Miniſters of Chriſt,, which was anſwered. 
Animad. 


Fw. wk hk has + ws Os tw... 2% wy pe 
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might pe ade EN2 Tere jul ny | Occaſion If govt 
uent Examining our Friends; : whereupon One of them 
f they would Don themſelves Miniſters wo C briſt, he _ = 
Chatechized by them, . but they. Declined Cs Proof .of 
that; and when one weP whe i, * HR y. towards 
it, . they. diſcountena 1 ing, He was. a wen 
OE; not. coucerned with hee in thi Aﬀarr, or to 54 
Effe&t; yet we Acknowledge, he Behaved himſclf more 
gravely Ben molt of them. 
p. 6. * Andit was.a Cugini Devgn of ah to 
c Fad; us from our Charge: ſor NG ed by them. 
Me It rather. ſeems they WSN N Cila: De- 
ns, and afraid togive their that we were 
id to take it.; For. we: nd as wy - for the- Wriczng, 
| we. mit have had it;.and Once Ru, 4 promily from 
LY Beck re gf were afterward Sr Reftor Meritgs, 
Now, bei impoſcd. pl RSG jult Mea- 
ſures, we old ZR GRE - that ſecin eng els Perions had 
refuſed us Juſtice ; we Jopraled to the Lord of Heaven and 
Eye the Joie of ah and. in His Name fs Fear, we 


Hellamed,. and .abe 9; thee called fop the: Stacks, and.» 
Wat ch-4x came. tear. the Scaffold, which we. were u 
and held up his Bil.at us: And : 6p appearing with 265 
ſeeming. 'Threataung, and, Violence,... aud, we could not 
be heard; ſome. of EM Friends took Occaſion 10 Falperfe 
led, Cr enil the Pegple galled 
= Liebe © that, they\n bt 
ſpeak tar us, And whereas. it _ uggeſted, that-the 
Ve 2 Turn, .and 


Now 


RETE OPTY <a | _ : A ON IN" 
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. |Now: We do Declare, That Boak s firſt Prigted in 
the _— in Behalf bf th a d.  LOPit © 1 "given + 
to the Parliamiznt, and ſince Reprinted ; to ſerve no other 


Furn but Truth, and to ſhew in brief, what we Own/ant 


Hold concerning the things mentioned therein; and thar 
2h) Scriptures. INI q 

And as to their Reſolution, of not leaving the Matter 
thus, and Intention gf Proving 2heir Charge, at a' more Fa- 
vourable Opportunity, vis. When the Days are long, and 
the Weather good, as alſo, their Permitting any of Us 
to Appear, and Signifying how C ivilly they will Treat 
By Tubing 4 by the, Hands, and leads 


pol are'not.Contrary, but in all reſpe&s Agreeable to the | 


mit our Cauſe to the Lordz who knows our Innocency, 
to whoſe Will we are Refigned; and in whom we Truit, 
that he will Defend us from their Evil Deſigns, Threattied 
and 'Artempred'apathits.5 7 2 nat 
' Ret. P. 6,7. * It being near the Evening, one of their 
© Speakers made mention of our Lord Biſhop's Name, and 
© that he had waited on him at Norwich, and diſcourſed 
* with him about this Matter in the-preſence of the Arch- 
* Deacon ( Dr. Jeffers) And infinuared, tothe People, as 
©if my Lord had now'a more fayourable Opinion of their 
* Challenge than before, ſince he had given him a'more 
* Tuſt Relation ( as he Rid ). of the Circumſtances, but 
© none of us could believe his Relation. 

Animad. We hope *twas no Offence to wait on the Bi- 
ſhop of Norwich, but we deny what they ſay was Infi- 
nuated; for 'we neither did, nor do Efteem our ſelves the 
Aegreſſors, or for Challengers. rept ME oO ang: 

And though they could not Believe the Relation he gave, 


*was nevertheleſs 7 rue. © 


Rel. DP, 5 


iz, By Taking #s by the, a leading us out of | 
Doors, We'think not to take*much-notice of it; -but Com- 


# A a -£© 
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Reli*p. 8:70 We ho that 


* it' ſpreads no'furcher” in obr Corner, 'the People: bei 


< generally fatfsfied; "and-l6' believe them now ro be'BlaF- 
< phemers, becauſe they refuſet], to come to a"Trial. * 


Animad, If they have ſtopt the Gangrerc, as they fallly 
call it, what need-they then ſeek the Remedy of the Par- 


liament, by Petitioning them ? -oth /not this ſhew” what 
Spirit they are/ of? "But our Defence again(t them, is, he 
Shield of Faith, which is able to quench alt the Fiery Darts 
of the Devil: By it the Elders obtained «good Report, ſubdued 
Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, ſtopped 
te -Moaths of Lions, quenched the Violence of $66 Til the 
Edge of "the Sword; owt of Weakneſs were made Strong, waxed 
Valiant "is"- Fight," turned to flight the Armies of the Aliens, 
Heb. 11. 2, 33, 34. _ | IPL 

Are theſe Minifters of Chriſt ? Are theſe Ambaſſadors of 
the Prince of Peace, who endeavour the Subverſion of their 
Neighbours Peace, both Civil and Religions? | © + 

Burt what &' weak, 'as well as'falſe, Aﬀirrhation ts.it to 
ſay, The People are geneFally' ſatisfied,” and" av believe is now 
to be Blaſphemers, Fectbfe ' (as they ſpeak ) we "ae to 


come to 4 Trial? For we were willing to come to a Trial, 


as appears. by our Letters, and their ovn Relation of the 
Conference, 'upon 'ſuch* reafonable Terms, as the Juſtice of 


England allows by the'CommonAaw,even to MalefaQors, 


viz. A Copy of their Charge; but "this they 'Peremprorily 


Denied us. Now is it probable, that" the People ſhould 
be ſo Generally Satisfied, and Believe that we were B/aſphe- 


. . mers, When the Cauſe aſſigned for this Pretended Sati(- 


faction and* Belief is Evidently 'and' Notoriouſly: Falle ? 
This Triumphing of theſes Priefts,” before” they have*gor 
the Victory, both loudly Proclaims their -own Weaknels, 
and manifeſtly Impoſeth upon the Credulity of the Pec- 


ple. 
D 2 SIS Nete, 


A 
ts on Cee rr, ey” a 
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Ns at theſe Pxi tbo fo Challenged 
7s LT : which they pow-deny ) 
id d at el ference, uſe Various Ways to iverr us, from 


roving ” em what uy really. were and- are, vis, The 
fr ft Challengers; and did:Inſultingly Demand our Names, 
and whence we, OT if they. had been the Kyjng?s Juſtices 
oN he 2 5. qulg Impoſe upon, and Queſtion USg AS 

hey .had a. RN iEtign.over-us;; and- would, as-if we 


hob Childrens have: Catechiſedius; which gave our Friend 


Occafion to tell them, . f they mon/d prove thewſehves Mini- 
flers of Chriſt, he would be Catecbiſed hy them ; but not one 
of the Challengers would undertake that, as before i is hinter. 
Yet one Queried of. us, Wherber. yve omn'd. the: Reſurrettion'? 
to which Anſwer. was. given, H/ . did own it, Avording to 


the Holy Scriptures. 


And'then We were ask*d, Whether Chrif was Born of a 
Virgin, and whether that Ghrif that was + hors of the Virgin 
Mary, w4s now Glarified?. | 

To which, we Replied, That he Ws, Gang & Glorified, Ace 
cod to bis, own Prayer, John'17.. 

; the | Prieſts Accuſed G.W. and Charged: him, 


_ with Peering our. own Writings to the Holy Scrip- 


cures. 
But we degied-that G. W. hath; ſo dong, or that we Pre- 


Ferrour Writings to the Holy Scriptures, - 


.Then they.Suggeſted, That our Teaobers hove Aﬀſert- 
ed fome' Blaſphermes againſt the - Prie/ily Office of Chriſt ; 
which we utterly Deny, as a Groſs Slander caſt upen our 


Teachers. 


For how ſoever we may. be' Accuſed and Miſrepreſented 


. by» theſe Men, that ſeem to. be in « Confederacy againft us, 


and ſay Page 1. We: could make nothing appear ander their 
Hands were were the Challengers ; we hope, we have 
now dcne that to the Satisfaction of the Impartia], beyond 


only 


| Charge any of the Church 


| ( 2» )* 
only urging forme Stories we bad heard as a Provocation, as 
they- fay, Page 1. a 
And as to'the Liberty, Page 4. that they allow us, to 
.burch of Englend-Writers with'Blaſ- 
phemy, and without giving them Book, Line or Page before 
hand, and their ſaying, Ve will either Diſown or Juftifie it, 
We Reply, that when we Anſwer their Propoſal therein, 
we ſhall be more J«ft-to them, than they have been to us; 
for we ſhall give them Authors Names, Book and: Page. 


 m—— - 


Something Briefly, but truly laid down, by Way of 


Reply, to\Hen. Meriton, John Meriton and 
Lau. Park, therr Charging the Quakers in 
Norfolk, ith Challenging th-m, 8c. Proving 


by Certificates that the tirit Challengelay not on 


the Quakers Part, but en the Perſons abyw2- 
named,. in Conjunftion with F. Bagg. 


| > Rancis Bagg, their Mercenary Agent, Printed a Challenge 

upon the Qzakers, bearing Date, the 3oth of Auguſt, 
1698. in. which he ſays, © Friends, you cannot but remem- 
'ber*your Ancient Practice, in going into the Churches 
' diſturbing the Eftabliſhed Miniſters, your Challenging 
' them into the Field, ro Diſpute with you: But behold 
*here is a Change with you. We may now Challenge 


' you, and Charge you again and again ; Fearfulneſs doth 


' Surprize you, that you dare not appear ; but remember 
it is a {ign, you cannot defend your Errors, and that your 
Innocency 15 not Triumphant, as G. Whitehead boaſts ; 
(Let this Charge and Chatenge therefore be a Touch-Stone 


F' to try your Sincerity,/and let it be a Monument of your 
* Cowardiſe and Infincerity for ever. — | Now 


te”. —- 


Now whether the Three -Perſons above. named; who. 


did fo publickly Eſpouſe F. B*s Charge and Challenge, be not: 
Included in hi [We] Exproſe'd in 7a above Recited.Cha/- 
l-nge :, [et their following Actions demonſtrate. 

For upon the:28th Day of the Moath called 4zgsft laſt, 
L. Park wrote a Letter to S. Cater, a Miniſter among the 
Qaaters, with the ſaid Printed Challenge incloſed ; acquaint- 
mg him, the ſaid S. Cater, * That he, the ſaid /L.Park, and 
* F. Bagg,” and Four more (Six in all ) would make good 
* the Charge therein contained, and that they had agreed 
* upon Time and Place, viz. The Third of Offober next 


* lays he) if you will meet us with the ſame Number, 
©at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, of that Day, in 


© Dereham Church; or if that:place Offend you, at any 


_ © other place within the ſaid Pariſh of Weſt-Dereham.; and 
* you are defired to reſolve us in 14 days time, that we 


© may relie upon it, 

And further, to ſhew the Induſtry and Officiouſneſs of 
the Three Prieſts before named, to Puſh on the ſaid Chal- 
l:-xge, and to Urge our Acceptance thereof, to come forth 
on the Third of Oftober next after : The following Certif- 
cates. may fully Evince. os 

_ This is to Certifie, That on or about the 28th Day 
of the Month called Auguſt, 1698. John Meriton and Lau, 
Park came, with F. Buzg, accompanied wity. ſeveral of 
the Inhabitants of Weft- Dereham, to the Houle of William 
Phillips (Tho. Becket's: Wife being there) and did leave 
a Primed Challenge ( with F. Bugg*'s Name thereto ) a- 
gainſt the People call*d Qzaters; and ſoon after, upon 
the ſame day, Samuel Chicko, one of the Tahabitants of 
Weſt-Dercham aforeſaid, brought a Paper in Writing to 
the ſaid - Thomas Becker's Wife, wherein was Propoſed a 
Meeting to be upon the Third of Odober next following, 
in Weſt-Dereham Church, and that there would be _ 

0 


my pr 
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wn Þ of them, and would allow - us the like Number, to De- 

/. I bate the Matters contained in the ſaid Printed Challenge. 
alas han cou William Phillips, 

ſt, | Mary Beck 

» | ary Becket, 

it. | This is to Certifie, That upon or about the 30th Day of 


ad | the Month called Augaſf, 1698. Hen. Meriton and John Me- 
od | riton came, with F, Bugg, to the Houſe of Jobs Hubbard, in 
ed | Stoak, in. Norfotk, and there did urge again the faid Matter, 
xt = of a Publick Meeting, in _ Preſence of ohn Hubbard, 


oc, Daniel Phillips, 
ho | ' Edvard Plamſtid. 
| 


_ And the ſame day, the Prieſts, Her. Meriton and John 

we | MHeriton, with F. Bagg, went to the Crown Inn, 1n the ſaid 
Town of Stoak ; and one or more of them, would have had 

of Þ& the [-»-keeper Poſt up the ſaid Printed Challenge upon the 

od. Sig Poſt or any other Place, which the ſaid Ina-keeper 
re 


rth uſed to do : This he affirmed in our preſence, 

Fj John Garney, 
| Toſeph Hadduk, 
Jay Gilbert Lowe. 
All, 


| of | By all which it manifeſtly appears, that they were the 4g. 
r::m | g7efſors, and firſt Challengers and not We: For, firft, here 
ve WM 1$ a Printed Challenge, and altho? it has only F. Bagg's name 
toit, yet ifs in the Plural Number .T We] and inthe moſt 
pon daring and inſulting Terms, as could well be expreſt : 
« of | Now this [We] could not mean F. Bagg alone, but ſome 
» to | Others in Conjunition with him; and who is it moſt ra- 
21 2 | tional to ſuppoſe thoſe to be ? But the aforeſaid Prieſts that 

1. | accompanied him ; as the fore going Certificates ſet forth ? 

Secondly, L. Park's Letter to S. Cater (afore recited ) 
telling him; that he, and F. Bagg, with Four more 
( Six 
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(Six in all) would meet alike Number of the, 
to make good the. Charge contained in the Printed Chai 
lenge, acquainting him. with Time and Place, and requiring 
a Poſitive Anſwer in Fourteen Days. - DEL. 

Thirdly, F. Buge,L. Park and F. Meritoz, urging the ſame 
at Weſt- Dereham; and F.Bagg's Writing a Paper to Good- 
Wife Becket (as he callsher ) ſaying, 1f-the Teachers - 6 
mong ſt the Quakers would not come forih; then they that were 
well-meaning among ſt them, might fee it and leave them, &, 

Fourthly, H. Meriton and J. Meriton, going. to Stoak, 
with F. Bazg; and there again Urging the aforeſaid Chak 
h | 


O | 
Fifthh, Their Going: together to an 1-» in Stoak, and 
preſſing the Inn-keeper, to poſt the: Printed © Challenge 
againſt us. All which Paſſages were before, we wrote, 
our firft Letter to them, dated the 7h. of the 706 
Month, 1698. | 
Wherefore let all Sober and Moderare Perſons Judge, 
who were the firſt Challengers ; and whether we could do 


leſs, . than Appeat and Defehd Oar ſelves, from their fall I: 


Charges (confidering how they dared us to come forth, &c.) 
and Charged us with Fearfulneſ5 and Serpriſe; if we did not, 


and faid, Let it be a Monument of your Cowardiſe and Isfn-l 


cerity for ever, © 


The Top - i their 


with 
dps yl 


tes, Carina Ty 


| ire ving Cer- 


thereapon ſewt them the fe lows oem Tent of che 7th 
| , ARIPO OTA Ned f * Challenge. 


Wiſe Men, to Hear ad) We h a De- 
| 51 Aa Ch arge.. Francis. Bu Woig Charged 
p $1 Phat a ah Anſwer- 
Ne ee , ſeveral _Somg-of the 

zee of the Fry People, are En- 


£ a, Ours Tanocency I ri- 


enter ere 4 Scandal, 6: Chriſti- 
| wh vat reſent /ocgur. t0.:01 
Ns Hs | Puenit ele An/wers, 


py you” am mg inder. y 
are D Zo Dy i port on ae May to Charge 
Jer mer pin Hl Hands, 

it Time 2 nd "Pla ae fo es we or ſome, 


by Sufi Fe ra wart 41mes over, 


againſt us in 
Dopwhtag EC 3 Fcalonablegs S, 

We cannot ſuppoſe you ſo yoid of Common Senſe, as to 
®l look uponit ſuitable to a Right Management of Controver- 
fe, to Anſwer an Oppoſer ſeveral times over in One and 
the Same Thing or Things. 


E - | And 


— 


—_— 


And be it known to you all, this is not through an 
Conſciouſneſs to our ſelves, of holding any Errors; but if 
20u, thinks 1t-16, [y0#t: enay-:f you Pleaſe," try the utmoſt of 
Jour » ; Skill and; Strenzth quad, fee awhat jou :can\Ger by 
it.” "But pray leave of Boaſting, until you have obrained 


FVifttory. - 

| © Remember the dafoer ae as, Ine to. Fenris, 
+ King#B0: 11. NIEL Wh K40 carding. to + 
your own'Drefs,” at: Pl LW v7 Fandes:. : but Counterteits 


will not'paſs with'«s for Tre Cit 

Therefore to Conchyde. WY "Pretnt as, _ faid before, 
we are 'Free, or ſome Others of «s, to Meet with 04, Or 
any of you all, Francis, Bu Yon Expeptoth for the' Rea 
ſors afore id): Xo "take [ arg ra veg a Pablick 
'Tryal,; de ing only y the Condllh ? Gl < ages fo Fl auch Occaſs 
ons belonging, Provided, as aforeſaid, 9ou Vere Meet, in 
Jour Own Names, or any other of yaur Cloth, to.Charge 
Ss. ; 
And throagh the Lord's Affitance ou Thall heir from 
2, or ſomeothers'of 'w, whom you, or ome.of s #, have 
nyt to Lo brad mT Douby EPL lickly:to 
put ahnidet tDiſguil otners nave t upon 
5, and-to'make of Far £8 all unbiaſſet! 5-5 ew that 
me realy are,” nth h, and. Simplicity of the Gaſt, 
of our | E984 por Roh hrift. 


4 Your Real Feicnds, 
Richird 4. "Irs Ne eh, \Tho. Bucking 
ohn Hubbard, 
Philip rl 


Rich, Pon 


T Th [1 


'The 


. done, Notwitliſtanding w 
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.. - The Priefts Hinfwer to the foregoing Letter, 


Friends, 
FT has not been: from any Diſtruſt, of the: Goodneſs! of 
$> our Cafe, cor any backwardneſs in »s to: Defend 72, 
ttar"»e havebern thus Tong in rerurning an Anſwer ta the 
Challetigeyv#{tht «, Vt partly from not being able to re- 
ſolve immediately, at that Diſtance. we Live, from thoſe 
»e had"to Conſult, how far. it was fit to Comply with 
ſome of your Terms, that. appeared unreaſonable: to7ws, 
and partly from the difficulty of getting your Books, which 
30 might with greater Juſtice expe in this Caſe we ſhould 
Read, if” they were permitred to go more freely, than 
yet we can find, into other Hafds, as well as thoſe of your 
Friends, But having, with a great deal of Trouble, in 
ſome Meafure: got over this Stop, © we ſhall not infiſt upon 
Francis Bugg*s bearing any, Part in-the Intended. Diſpate, 
nor Wave he hallehge 702 have turned upon &," inſtead 
of accepting of hi, 'w at we think you ought to have 
Nox Jos Precariouſly affirm in 
yu Cauſe, of his being Unreaſonable, and. Anſwer- 
already. :. SOUL Oo ee ano: Sin 
; But: ear edetiing hz, ſhall nothinder ws, or ſome 'of 
our Brethren, from giving you a Meeting in' Anfwer/to 
yoar Challenge. gN LS 
And that we may prevent Tus and Confuſions, and. 


. that var Meetitig may 'obtain the Delign we all Hope for, 


God's Glory, and the, Hearers Kol es »;we think fit to ac- 
quaint you with theſe oor following Propoſitions : 

T. That the Place to Meet in be Weſt-Dercham Charch, 
being pretty Capacious and well Gallery*d. 


E 2 IE*Thet 


_ «7 


IF. That the time of our Meeting be on Thurſday the 
8th of December, at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, 
and ſo on, as many Thurſdays following, :4#-there ſhall be oc- 
cafion for. | 

4h That bat Six of a ſide be permitted to Diſpute, and 
thoſe Six to be known Inhabitants, within the Counties of Nar- 
folk, ad Suffolk, or the. City of Norwich, axd that theye 
be but one Z7 thoſe Six to ſpeak at atime, and. that he.be:not 
interrupted, unleſs he rans out bejond the Term of Fit Mis 
nutes at a time, | Mia be Fetet WERg agtp te; 

IV. That no Perſonal Refleftions ſhall be made one'againſt 
another, that are Forreign to the Cauſe, | So! 

V.- That a Notary of each. ſide be appointed, to write down 

- the ObjeAMions and Anſwers that are made by either Party, 
and that they be compared at the end of every Meeting, if there 
ſhall happen to be more than one, - © 1 


The-Matters we Charge you with are as follow. 


T. We Charge you with Blaſphemy ainft God... 1 
II. With Blaſphemy againft Jeſus Chrilt. ire 
III. With Blaſphemy age:»ft che Holy Scri 


IV. We Charge you with great Contempt of Ciyil Magi- 
acy, - and "the Ordinances which Jelus Chriſt Infituted, 


viz, Baptiſm by Water, «zd the. Lord's Supper, with Bread jud 
and Wine.” | bo _ wh 
V. We Charge you, that the Light within 4s taught by [oY 
you, /eaves you without any certain. Rule, and Expoſes you par 
zo the forementioned, and many other Blaſ] phemics. L972] Jou 
| '"» Hen, Merigon, John Meritan, Lau. Parke. JD; 

'2 | | anc 

faic 


The 


(29) 
A Reply to the Prieſts Letter. The 31ft. of 
| the  8th' M onth, 16958. 
Friends, 3 
OQU_R Paper, with the Charge upon the People cald 
 V Quakers, without a Date, came to the Hands of our 
Friend John Habbard on the 27th Inſtant. Tow were plea- 
ſed to. call the Offer we made to-you in Writing a Chalerge, 
which Term we think is no ways Applicable toit. For 
taking Notice. of your readineſs to Eſpouſe Francis Bugg's 
Charge and Challenge, we look'd upon it very Reaſonable, 
and Frodence in you, as Wiſe Men, to hear our Defence ; 
therefore referr*d; you to ſeveral of our Printed Anſwers, 
which if- y0« had deſired of #« to have ſeen them, we would 
have procured them for you; but not one word of that 
from. zo, in ſo many Weeks time. And for oar excluding 
F. B. from any part of the intended Diſpute, we have ſo 
much Cauſe and Reaſon for it (we believe) as will ſuf 
ficiently Juſtifie #5, in the Opinion of all Judicious Perſons. 
And whereas yo render it difficult, to procure oar Friends 
Books, we are willing to Expoſe them to any that deſires 
them, as is well known, aud as yo might have prov'd, if 
zou had made Fraal. DG 4 | 
And now, before we take Notice of your Propoſitions, we 
judge it neceſſary to enquire into the Extent of your Charge, 
whether it be upon the whole Body of the People called 
Qzakers, or upon particular Perſons, or upon theWritings of 
particular Perſons, Eſpecially your Three firſt Charges. If 
jou Charge a whole Body of People, you are not Juſt in 
yur Limitation, that the Perfons' that have a ſhare in the 
Diſpute,. be only known Inhabitants in Norfokk, Suffolk, 
and City of Norwich, and at the ſame time Charge all the 
aid People Generally. If it be againſt particular Perſons, 
we 
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we judge you ought to name Them in your Charge: -it- - 


icular Perſons, it is 


be againſt the Writings of” 
. ry for you to name'the Authors, and the Titles of the Books, 


and the Pages ; this we Inſilt upon. Theſe things Premiled, | 


we take Notice of your Propoſitions. TT TEUG: Ig 
T. As to the place in We/t-Dereham, we do not.. objeft 
_ = but are —__ - = hs FT, be 
I. The Day perfixt being the'Eighth of December next, 
will not | be Cunvbiniin fon forne' of ws, "belong i Stodk- 
fair Week. "OT. GN ve. ONT 
IH. Fhat Six Perſons only of 'a fide be Permitted to 


Manage the Diſpute, and'thoſe Six: to be known Inhabi- | 


tants 1n' Notfolk;: Suffolk,” and Norwich, we, agree to, provi- 
ded your Charge reaches not to-any* Perſon, or the Writings 
. of any -Perfox, that' lives not in either of the ſaid Coun- 
ties, or ſaid City; but "if ic doth, we expect (and ac- 
count it yery Reaſonable) to be left to our free Liberty 
in the Choice -of owr' Six, and' allow ' the ſame Liberty to 
you. And: that but One 'be allowed 'to ſpeak at a time, is 
very neceſſary, 'and'we likeit well; but not to be Limitted 
Preciſely . to the ſpace of Five Minutes; yet to endeavour 
Brevity,. and before Anſwer be made, that there be a 
little Pauſe. - | | 

IV. V. Your Fourth and Fifth Propofitions we like, as 
ſtated by you; and do expe@an Explanation of the Extent 


of your Charge, as is aboveſaid, to'be ſent w . without 


delay ; waving to Repeat or Obje& againft it, or any 
Article thereof, but refer that until we hear further from 
you, We are your Friends, ary 


Richard Aſbby. - | John Hubbard. Das. Phil G 


Richard Cafe. | Tohn Brown. Ph, ip 
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The Prieſts Anſwer to't 
November. the 3d. 1698. , 
Friends, 


VA Eabericia 1our laſt, Dated Ofebarthe3 riea6g8. 
Y how 


youare to Catch, at every little Eſcape, 


tho? nothing Gn tothe Cauſe, the omiſſion of -a Date. 


We hope, tho" we forgot the 27th of October, we ſhall not 
forget the) 8th of December. ou are offended we call your 
firlt Leiter a Challenge to.ws, tho? oar betters have:thought 
it the Boldeſt and Perteſt, that , ever -was ſent tothe 
whole, Hoſt; of Ieweh Viz. as you..more than once'in your 
Letter.term 1t to #-,. or any of wall, and to any of or 
Cloth, and that from the Hands of ſuch whom we never 
took ,to_be any, great Go/zahs., Bur. all this er it 
ſeems is, ; becauſe me fo.Zealouſly.. (as youthjak) Eſpouſe 
Francis Bagg's SORE: One may ſee how ready /you are 
to take Fire,, when {o. ſmall a.Spark;will kindle yow; For 
one of was; not-there when he delivered his Charge; 
Anorher of #s came by meer accident; and None of : 
were any. other than as Witneſſes to. the Delivery of it; 
which any-Lhree of your. honeſt Neigbours, we ſuppoſe, 
might have, been without Offence. As to the Books you 
mention'd to #5. to be Read, which you: conceive would 
have cooled our Zeal for Bagg, and his ſo often (as you ſay) 
\baffl'd; Charge. Tos may pleaſe/to know, -that we. have 
Read them, and. that, Bagg is not Anſwer?d, nor can'be 
Anſwet'd;any other | way (ſeeing the Charge is drawn 
'from Quotations out of yoar own Books) but:by denying the 
.Fruth ef Them; which your pretended Anſwerers do not 
do; but betake themſelves to their uſual Palliating and 
Painting. Tricks, to cover over. and hide their. Defor- 


x Mities. | H'e 


Anſwer to'the F oregoing Letter, Dated 


pt =p Pe.” > oe Re — 


—_—— © 0 RIS ne rene nn eo _— —— 
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We: confeſs, we had a better Opinion of your Principles 
before we ſaw your. Books,'than' now we have ; forindeed we 
have received more Satisfattion from your Anſwers, than 
from the Books: they pretend to Anſwer ; being confirm'd 
more in or Belief, that they are "Unanſwerable. And if 
J0p write in this manner, we ſhall never deſire.t9 take the 
Pen ont: of your Hands, for it will do #« 'no Hurt; but 
for:your Gal! that is in the Ink. Yet becauſe you ſay, he 
mult be Rejected, and yoz will have it fo; we have given you 
zour Humour, and have accepted of yowr Challenge with- 
out him. | | 4) | 
: Friends, Tour People have been'ever ready to fay, Our 
Charges have been Lies & Forgeries, and every where have 
run with this Cry in their” Mouths ; Lies, all Lies, becauſe 


alas! they 'never Read our Books, or at leaſt never Com-. 


par'd them with your Authors : Therefore we'perceive that 
Writing Books will not do ;- but we muſt bring fotth thoſe 
that you have Written, at a Publick Meeting, and Jay them 
open before your-Deluded Followers, and. defire them to 


ſee with their own Eyes, and perhaps they may ' fee fuch ' 


a Frightful Sight, as they little expected there. 

Toa might eaſily have diſcerned, that our Charge affeQs 
the.whole Body of your People ;' it relating to Blaſphemies 
ſo long and ſo often Printed, and yet never Contradifed 
or Cenſured, but Aſerted to be from Perſons Tnfalfible. 
Biaſphemies ſo often approved of by your Second Days Mect- 
ings, where all your Books are Examined, and by an Index 

 Expargatorizs Corrected, tho? written from the Mouth of 
the Lord. So. that your Charch hath ownet ther, aiid we 
may juſtly Charge the Blaſphemy of thoſe Books upon #t, 
till they Difown them. it NEE = 12% en gh4} 
| But 30u ſeem” to be much Concerned for the Reſtraint 
we lay upon you, ſo that you may not go out of this Diocels 
for your aſſiſtance. ' But truly Sirs,/zo0u ſee, we have porrhe 
- | '*-fame 
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ſame Reſtraint upon oar ſelves, we will not go ont of 'the 
Diocels, peraſes but alittle way from Home for oars ; 
we cannot think you can beat a want for help in ſuch a 
Dioceſs,' where there are feveral Thouſands of you. 

Beſides, if 50w' will have a little Patience, the Perſons 
10u had probably defigned for this Service may have work 
enough at Home ere long': For: we are Inclinable to believe, 
that the like Charge to this, will go through:many Dioceſſes 
in this Kingdom: So that they may ſave their Powder and 
Shot- till the Charge comes to their Door. 

Friends, tho* we intend to Charge you with Blaſphemy 
out of your own Books ; yet we cannor think it fit to give you 


, the Authors Names, Line, and Page ; - for that were to ſend 


you- o#7 Arguments before the Day we ſhall uſe them, that 


' you may have time'the more cunningly toElude the Force 


of them. Tt is enough to let you ſee, we intend to Charge 
you with Blaſphemy, as expreſſed in our laſt; tho? we 
{ſhould not be ſo Fooliſhly Generous, as to tell you the 
very Place where we intend-to Affault you. Beſides we 
our ſelves have not yet read over ſome of your Books, 
out of which, as we are Reading them, there ariſes every 
Day new Matter for a Charge ; and ſo perhaps there may 
to the time of our Meeting : For we can. ſcarce open a 
Book of yours, but preſently we are even PFrighted with 


| ſuch Apparition,- that ſends us to our Prayers, for a Poor 


Deluded People, that are daily Haunted with them: And 
further we may add, that you have their Books as well as 
we, and would you read them over as we do, ye your 


ſelves could not but fee thoſe Blaſphemies we Charge you 


with, being too big to eſcape your ſight. 
But you think it is fit, the Authors of thoſe Books out of 
which we extraCt your Charge, ſhould be permitted to ſpeak 
for themſelves. You cannot but know, that moſt of thoſe 
Authors are. Dead; and: as for them that are Alive, we 
| F liave 
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haye already heard them-in your Prints:to little purpoſe : 
However, they have-no Reaſon to Challenge'ir as _—_ 
liar Due to them, to be, the only-Vindicators of. their Cauſe, 
ſeeing every particular Member of your Church is;conceriyd 
1n it, as well as they : 'So that it 1s a Charge' upon every 
one of you all, as well as upon the. Authors of thoſe Books, 
you having Eſpouſed them, till:they! be: Difowred,/'and 


Condemn'd by you. 


\ To conclude, We.cannor; ſee -how'it can conſiſt- with 
either Juſtice or Prudence to! alter -our Method, for” the 
Reaſons given: We therefore: think-it but a'vain rhing 


for you to trouble your-{elves or-us; with any more luch 


Letters. ., .Poor People !- that are going Blindfold to Sama- - 


ri4h inſtead. of Dothan,” | The Lord open your Eyes, to' ſee 
where you are, and whither you are a' going, is the Prayer 
of your beſt of Friends, tho? you may poſſibly think us your 
greatelt Enemies. | 


Hen. Meriton, John Meriton, Las. Parke. 


—__— 


To. Henry Meriton, Fohn Meriton, and Laurence 
" Parke, a Reply to the foregoing Letter, 
dated November 3. 1698. 
F'rienas, x | 


OURS of the third Inſtant we received, wherein is 
. the date of your former; in Anſwer to which, when, 


we in Friendly Sort told you of that Omiſſion, it was not 


that we did Catch at any little eſcape of yours, which did 
at leaſt relate to the Letter, if not the Cauſe. But to 


proceed ; 
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proceed; As in oar: laſt 'we Judge the Term Chal{enze. not 
proper to. the Offer we made, whatever the Judgment of 
30ur Selves, or Betters, may be- concerning it; As for its 
Boldneſs and Pertneſs (as you are pleaſed to Term it) we 
take it to be another Eſcape of your Memories, to ſuppoſe it 


| herein to exceed. any. of thoſe (as you ſay) which were 


ſent tothe whole Hoſt of Iſrael, Bur ſuchas it is we doubt 
not to make Good, and that in Truth void of Wrath. 
As to Frapcis Bagg, you did Eſpouſe his Charge Blindfold, 
aS appears by your after pry; and Reading of our Books, 
and did Eſpouſe it by more Ways than that of Witneffin 

to the Delivery of. :he Charge, which none of our Honeſt 
unprejudicate Neighbours would, - + | 

As for Qzotations made by Bugg from ozr Books, you ſay 
the petended Anſwerers deny the Truth of them, but 
betake themſelves to their Uſual Pa/lzating and Painting 
Tyicks. This | Aﬀertion we have no Cauſe to Credit, 
but for-the preſent will ſay, that we know that in ſeveral] 
Anſwers of oars to. Books of this ſort, there is frequently 
DeteQted falſe Quotations, and his Apparent Forgeries, 
which if either you have not Read, or not Obſerved, it 
might have been well enough to forbear that Scurrility of 
Painting, and Tricks. 

Now for aur Charge, you Acknowledge it to be upon the 
whole Body of -, and therefore (as in'oay former.) we 
think yoe. are not juſt in your Limitation,. nor does your 
Threat (if you will have a little Patience, &c.) fright 
us from ſtill Infiſting on our Exceptions : vr, as our laſt 
did declare our Acceptance of ſuch of your Propoſitions, 
as were Equal and Fair, and defired the reſt might be a- 
greeable, and fuch as we are Perſwaded no Tngeouous cor 
Juſt Perſons would Evade or Deny us :/ So we ſtill infilt on 


.them, not knowing any Power or Dominion you have 0- 


ver us, to over rule what we have ſo fairly offered to qua- 
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life your, Limitations. For if,you-intend'to confine us as 
Reſpondents, only who are within this: Dioceſs,' it is Rea« 
ſonable to confine.younot to Charge Perſons or their Books 
more Remote or Abſent : For why ſhould a Man whom 
you may Charge, be obliged to Anſwer by Proxy, when 
perhaps he can better Detend himſelf; :the-Juſtice of the 
Common Law, in this Caſe much exceeds your' pretence of 
Eiification; and this being denied by: you, we take it for 
romed, your Deſign is to Cenſure and 'paſs Judgment on 

erſons Unheard. And if your Charge be to be drawn 
from Books, it is as reaſonable by the Common Voice of 
Mankind, that their \7#/es and. Pages be given, the Au- 
thors of which if Living, have an undoubred Right to 
Explain for Themſelves ; or. if Dead, ſuch Notice is rea- 
ſonable for our due Preparation to Anſwer: Till which 
we ſhall only ſay, that the Living Labours of the Dead, 


have this Juſtice due to Them, viz. that the: whole be 


conſidered, and the Scope and Intent of the Writer 'be 
taken, and not Rigidly, much, leſs Falfly 'to pervert his 
Words, to a Senſe Contrary and Repugnant to the Scope of 


\ the whole: The refuſal hereof will ſpeak a Deſign Par- 


tial, Tnjurious and Precipitant ; but we hoping ( on bet- 
ter Conſideration) youl do otherwiſe, do. expett as a- 
' bove to be ſent us, 1a ſuch convenient Time, as we may 
Examine them, which cannot be 1n leſs time then Three 
Weeks at leaft. This Demand, it's true you Laugh at, 
and call it a Fooliſh Generofity ; yet, it being Reaſonable, 
we inſiſt oa is: For the Frightful Apparitions which by 


opening, our Books, you ſay, ſent you to-your Prayers, 


we doubt your Frights. or Feavers. have:been” ſo | great, 
as to prevent your having any true Idea of Them, or any 
loving Concern for Us therein: And not finding 
our Selves Haunted, as you Suggeſt, we rather defire you 
to ſpeak Truth, than offer falſe Sacrifice. For Concluſion 
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to this, and to Try your Ingenuity, whether your Me- 
thod be'to do as you- would be done unto, we put theſe 
following Queſtions. | 

I. Whether you are willing to be Charged out of all the 
Old and New Books, Pamphlets and Sermons that your Bre- 
then the Clergy have Wrote and Printed, to fland and fall by 
them ? $1.8 Hl 2s ; 

IT. Are you willing we ſhould Pablickly Charge you with 
Errors, or Miſtakes out of any of the abovementioned, and not 
beforehand give the Particular Inſtances to you ? For know ye, 
f «v9 oo Equal Liberty with you, to Charge as well as to 
be Charges, : 

_ Will you Perſonate all your Brethren, as above, both 
Dead and Living, ſo as to be Charged oat of their Books in 
their ſtead ? TE t 

Your dire? Anſwer we expect without further Evaſion, 
Boaſt or Menace, in the interim, conclude, 


Tour abuſed (becauſe not ſufficiently known) Friends. 


Richard Aſhby, Daniel Phillips, 
John Hubbard; Richard Caſe. 


A ——_ 


The Reply, dated November the 16th 1698, 


Friends, 
/ OUR laſt does not alittle aſtoniſh Us. x»//. That 
you fhould deny: your Challenge, which is as plain an 
one, as Words in Engliſh can make it, and truly very 
brave, #9 all our Cloth, that is, to Nine or Ten Thouſand 
of Us. 2/y, That you affirm, that we.eſpoufed Bugg's 
Cauſe, which you, or ſome of you cannot byt know the 
contrary 


(33) 
contrary by one of us: For, when the laſt Summer you 
demanded of Hex. Meriton, whether he. would Juſtifie 
Bagg's Books Written againſt you, he Anſwer'd,, They 
contained Matter of Fat, which he was not capable of 


judging of, having not the Books to compare them with 


Francis Bugg's Writings ; yet told'you, that if þis Citati- 
ons were true (you ſee then he made an If of it, andthere- 
fore did not juſtifie them) he would juſtifie ſuch Exprefſi- 
ons were Blaſphemy. HL | 

But you are ſtill offended at our Unreaſonable Limitation 
of you, as to the Place whence you are to fetch your Diſpu- 
tants. But Frends, did not you begin with us? Did not 
you limit us, when you rejeQted Francis Begg ?. And all 
others too, that were not of our Cloth, ſome of whom. you 
know too well might have been very uſeful to us in this 
Service. Nay, did not you reje& .Francis Bagg for this 
Reaſon, becaufe he had been Anſwered, as you pretend, 
overand over again, and was unreaſonable, as if we had 
nothing to do but A#um agere : And may not we ſay the 
{ame of your Hackney. Diſpatants,they have trudged fo long 
in that Road, and have been Spur'd and GalPd by us enough 
already, and therefore in reaſon we ought to turn them off 
a-while, and give them reſt till another occaſion ; more 
plainly, they have been Anſwered over and over already, 
and-are unreaſonable. rp es 

Beſides, Tour Charch, which you profeſs your ſelves to be 
ſo Zealous Members of, have owned, and approved of thoſe 
Books we intend. to quote, and your felves have been 
known to admire, and almoſt adore them and their Au- 
thors: And therefore till you diſclaim them, you areas 
'rauch concern'd to Vindicate them as the Authors them- 
ſelves; for by owning them you become joynt Authors, 
and your Plea for them will be the Plea of Parties, and nor 


of Proxies. 
But 
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But now; When your Court of Equity will not Relieve 
ou, you Bly ;to Common Law ; + but if you give* us no 
trer .Proof..of your SkHl: in it, then in this Inftance, 

we {hall have little Reaſon to take your . Counſel in Law 

Buſineſs... | | 

. Friengs,, ? Tis Matter-of: Fat we Charge you with, that 

we find ſuch and ſuch Blafphemous Expreſſions in your 

Books: For Matter of Right, whether ſuch Expreffions 

are to be eſteemed mime, we ſhall leave it to the 

Judgment of the Auditors. "The Matters of Fa& your 

Authors havye-already owned them, at leaſt ſo much' as 

will make good. our Charge: And for Matter of Right, 

whether ſuch Expreſſions be Blaſphemous or no, we think 
the Common Law will not' allow the Accuſed MalefaRor, 
when he's accuſed of the Fact aright, to Judge of the 

Law, or whether his Fact hath been a Breach of it. Sup- 

poſe we had Charged ſome of your Fri#zas with Common 

Swearing by, their Maker, and they: ſhould not deny Mat- 

ter of FaQ, that they have-ſaid ſuch words ; only they 

excuſe them with a great deal of Artifice, that they were 
ſpoke in Paſſion, that they dropt from them raſhly, or 
their Minds did a little run out, or truly they do not affect 
ſuch Speeches, or they may ſee Cauſe otherwiſe to word 
them z is there any Law or Equity, ſuch Men ſhould be 
admitted in any Court in the World to Plead and Apolo- 
gize for Common Swearing ? If Matter of Fa& be prov'd 
or own'd, may not-the Judge turn ſuch Men out of the 

Court, and paſs the Definitive upon them. - The Fa& is 

own'd by-the Men themſelves, :that ſuch Expreſſions are 

in their Books, ſo much at leaſtwiſe as will-prove the 

Charge, 'and let the Auditory. ( whom we Appeal to as 

Judges in this Caſe) Determine, whether Blaſphemy or 

no. We dare Afﬀirm, it will be eafier for the People to 

Judge, that-ſuch and ſuch Words are B/aſphemy, then that 

[ir {ſuch 
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fuch words are Swearing. And we are Sorry to ſee you'are fo 
Zealous for ſuch Authors, only to give them an an opportu- 
nity to excuſe Blaſphemy. At laſt, you direct us to the Golden 
Rule in. Divinity, to do 4s we would be done by; and think 
you have GravelPd us with Three prion, which you 
ſuppoſe we cannot Anſwer ; if we ſtick to our former 
Meaſure, without apparent Violation of it. 

Now Sirs, what are thoſe hard Meaſures, I pray ? Why 
truly, afrer we have Charged ſome of yours with Blzſphe- 
2y, in ſome Books, Printed Ten, Twenty, Thirty, ſome Forty 
Years ago, that were never Corrected, nor Cenſured by 
your Charch, in your Second Days Meeting, EreCted on 

urpoſe to Examine Books, and Licence them'; but have 

een Approved and Commended to us, and Admired by al- - 
moſt all of you : we Demand, that you-would either Juſtis 
fie, or Diſown them Publickly under your Hands. And 
now you ask us very Pertinently, Whether we are wil- 
ling to be Charged with all the Old and New Books and 
Pamphlets that our Brethren of the Clergy have Written or 
Pranted, to ſtand or fall by them. | 

Such an Impertinency as this is, would be almoſt Intole- 
rable, but that we are ſo commonly uſed to them by your 
Party : Do but Scratch your Heads a little, and conſider 
ſeriouſly the Force of ſuch a Conſequence. We are bound 
to Juſtifie or Diſown all the Books of our Brethren, as to 
every little Error or Miſtake, becauſe we call upon you 
only to Juſtifie or Doſown the Blaſphemies of yours : We 
doubt not but there have been ſome olerable Errors in 
ours, which are no great Blet' to an Author that ac- 
knowledges himfelf to be a Man, viz. Fallible; but a 
Mighty Prejudice againſt the Infallible Club, whether at 
Rome or Grace-Charch-ſtreet, that pretend they cannot Err: 
Aad we are only obliged to a Charitable Forbearance in 
ſuch Caſes, when you will be obliged for every Error you 
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find in yours, by reaſon of ſuch a Pretence, to diſown th em 
as Cheats. 4110434 | 

| But if any of our Authors: have Wrote or Printed Blaſ> 
phemy, we are ſure ſuch have not been approved or allow- 
ed of by our General Meeting, our Convocation, who have 
made bold to Cenſure them without asking the Authors 
leave; orif there be any ſuch that have eſcaped the Know- 
ledge of the Convocation, and therefore not Cenſured by 
them, perhaps they have been Condemned, if not Burnt 
by Parliaments and Univerſities; or if they have eſcaped 
ſuch a Cenſure, bring out ſuch Books of owrs when you 
will, and you ſhall fee, we will either Juſtifie or Difown 
them, . without calling for the Authors to:come and plead 
their Caule. | 

To the Second. Queſtion we Anſwer, You ſhal] have 
equal Liberty with us, Produce our Books, and your Charge 
againſt them ( Suppoſing it to be of B/aſphemy) when you 
wall, after. you have firſt Anſwered ours, and we will give 
you leave to reſerve your particular Inſtances to the very 
Time and Place of Meeting, if you pleaſe : For we are 
aſſured, that Blaſphemy is of fo ftrong and rank a Scent, 
that every Chrz/tian that hath not his Noſe quite ſtop'd, 
that as St. Paul ſays, can but exerciſe his Sentes never fo 
little about Good or Evil, as toon asever it's open'd or di(- 
cover'd, will prefently nauſeate and turn away from ir, 
And we are ſorry that fo many of you have got ſuch a 
Stuffing in your Heads, as not to perceive it ; nay, you think 
them{weet Odours ſure, that you will not be fatisfed ri! 
you be allowed Advocates to Plead for them, as found and 
wholſome, and.therefore-to be continued in the belt Room 
of the Houſe, the Charch. 

The Third Queſtion is Co-incident with the Firſt, but we 
muſt anſwer it, or you'll tay we dropt it for its Weight ; 
for there is no reafon we ſhould appear in the Perſon of 

; all 
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all-thoſe our Brethren, ſo as to' be Charged with every 
lietle Error out of their Books, in their ſtead ; but this we 
will do, bring forth their Books and Blaſphemies, as we have 
ſaid before, and we will -either Juſtifie them or Difown 
them, without conſulting the Authors of them. And this 
is all that we deſire of you, either to Juſtifie or Difown 
Tours, and Their B/aſphemies, under your Hands, which we 
may expe from you, by the ſame Rule you lay before 
us, Do as you would be done by. 

And why may we not expect this of you, feeing you 
have Abandoned your Authors in leſſer matters, as in their 
Orders about Ribbonds, Lace, Slit-waſt-Coats, Prancing Steed, 
Coſtly Habits, Fine Clothes, Stately Buildings, in forbearing to 
Thee and Thou, and Sir your Betters ? Seeing many of you 
have oppoſed their Orders in. Paying Tithes, Womens Meet- 


ings, Swearing in Courts of Judicature, of carrying no Guns in 


their Ships, or uſing the Carnal Weapon. 

Laſt of all, We take notice, with much joy, to fee you 
ſo much fall off from the former Rude and Rugged Be- 
haviour of thoſe Men, whoſe Cauſe you Eſpouſe, towards 
the Clergy : It is not long ſince your Addreſs to them was m 


that Tinkerly Language, Greedy Doggs, Babylon's Merchants, 


Dewil-ariven dungy Gods, Witches, Bloodhounds, Sodomites, 
Gimcracks, W, Lev T atteraemallions, which you have 
now Exchanged for more familiar and kind Expreffions, to 
call us Friends; tho* your. former Carriage hath been as 
Divinely Authorized as your preſent Blaſphemies: Your very 
Railings have been, as you have pretended, by In/piration. 
We hope, ſince you have begun to draw from that Old 
Filthy Spirit that dwelt in your Anceftors, you will at 
laſt rotally Abandon them, ſeeing you have Abandoned 
them in leſſer Matters, and why not in their B/aſphemies ? 
Friends, pray trouble us no more with your Letters, for 
our Meaſures are fix*d, and you may Chuſe whether you 
wul 
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will meet us upon. the Terms reſolved upon or no. No 
more from thoſe who. are reſolved to continue your real 
Friends, whether. you will or no. 


Hen. Meriton, John Meriton, Lan. Parke. 


AMC 


The laſt Letter to the Priefts, dated the 23d of 
the gth Month, 1698. To which they returned no 
Anſwer. 


Friends, * *+- 
Your S e 16th Inſtant We have received; the 

Tenor ofW declares Your purpoſe ſtif to Evade our 
Juſt Demand, as is ſet forth in our Second and Third Let- 
ters to you ; we ſhall now give you a brief Reply, becauſe 
we perceive our Letters are..troubleſome to you. Firft, 
if you. were as Real,as you pretend Friendſhip towards us, 
the Moderation of Friendſhip, queſtionleſs, would prevent 
your being Aſtoniſhed at our denial of the Term Challenge 
in our firſt Letter to you; For then it had been our place 
to have Charged you; ſo we ſhould have made our ſelves 
Plaintiffs, and you had been Defendants. We doubt nor but 
upon more matureThoughts,your Aſtoniſhment will vaniſh 
away. 24ly, We ſtill Infiſt upon our former Demands, 


_ as juſt and reaſonable; for how can you ( or any Man 


whatſoever ) think that we, or any others for us, can 
make Anſwers. to Matters thus hiddenly Charged upon 
us,. whilft you refuſe us the Knowledge of them, as (you 


day ) they ſtand in our Books? Pray be plain with us, 


and if there be ſuch Raxt Blaſphemy (as you ſay) bring ir 
forth,” do not . be ſhy, Give #s Author, Title, Book, ana 
Page ; nd if you plealſe, tell us in the firſt place, what is 
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Bla/bbemy ? 2dly, Wherein do you Charge vs with B/2[. 
Shop againit Goa, and againſt Ter Chi, and a rin ihe 
Holy Scriptures? What are the Words of thoſe ſeveral 
Blaſphemies ? Your direct anſwer to- thoſe Particulars, 
3aly, We think it not worth while to follow you through 
all the Parts of your Letter, it being a great part of it 
Rattle and Noiſe beſides our preſent buſineſs. 4thh.. You 
Evade our Inſtance of the Common Law, We diſtinguiſh 
between Matter of FaCt, and a Right to Judge. - You have 
Charged us with Matter of Fatt : We Demand a Copy of 
your Charge, that we may prepare true Anſwer to make. 
( As a Point of Juſtice allowed by the Common-Law to 
Malefattars ) We deny your having any Juriſdiftion over 
us, as Judges ; and before we Submit, @& will have full 
Proof of your Commiſſion. 'Temporal Judges you are not, 
and to be Spiritually Qualified, you muſt prove, before we 
acknowledge you as ſuch. 5zhly. Seeing you reſolutely 
Refuſe 'our Juſt Demand, we do not look upon our ſelves 
obliged to Meet you under the Limitation of. your 
Terms. | | 

We ſtand to our former Offer, and by the Terms we 
have offered to Qualifie yours ; and if you refuſe, it ſhews 
' { for all your Pretence of Friendſhip) a contrary Deſign 


upon us; we cannot look upon your Reſolution to Friend- 


ſhip any thing elſe, but an empty Pretence, until ( as a 
Proof that it is otherwiſe) you give usthe Inſtances of your 
Charge in Form and Manner aforsfaid ; which is not (as 
you ſay) to fend us your Arguments before hand, but the 
Matter of Pa& you Charge us with, This, as a Point 
of Juſtice from you, we ſeek; not your Mercy, make 
your Arguments as ſtrong as you will. But while you 
thus put us off, we look upon it no other than a Shift, 
and Evaſion on your Parts, and a Deſign to Qyer-rule 
us. Weleave it with you asa Teſt upon your Reſofute 
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| Freantug. Give us our Juſt Demand of Author, Title, 
nd. Pa 


Book, and Page, , with convenient time. (as ſet forth in 
our laft to"you ) to prepare to make Anſwer ; which, it 
you ftill deny, we look upon your Pretence of Friendſhip 
to be a meer Complement and Decoy, and a Deſign of 
much Evil to us Couch'd under't. Notwithſtanding we 
are your Friends, and defire you would mind the HzF- 


neſs of. God in your Conſciences, that. admits, of, zo Decezt ; 


and will, if minded, lead you to deal Plainly: To which 
you muſt Stand or Fall one Day. Me) 1 


Richard Aſbly, Dan. Phillips, . 
. John Hubbard, Richard Caſe, &c. 


P. S. EE 

Eeing you have rejected our Terms, as aforeſaid, and 
we have refuſed to be Impoſed upon by ſome of 
your Limitations, we therefore ſhall take our Liberty, ei- 
ther to' Meet or not Meet you : And if we Meet you, to 
have others of our Friends preſent with us, who are not 
Inhabitants within this Dzoceſs, if we ſee Cauſe, and if they 

have Freedom thereto: T 


= | ; _ 


An Anſwer to the Certificate of the Inhabitants 
of Welt-Dereham, and other Pariſhes \Ad- 
jacent, &c. 


7 Hereas, they ſay, That Weft-Dereham is an exceed- 
/ ing Small Salary, for « Minifter, which diſcouraz- 
ed moſt Men from fapp ing the Cure, &,. —— 

Let it be Obſerv*d, that had the Salary been Greater, it is 
likely it had not wanted a ſupply to the Cure. So that a 
greater Salary, a greater Inaucement ; a little Salary, a little 
Indacement ;, and no Salary, no. Inaucement at all: According 


- to the Old Proverb, No Mony, no Care: Or, No Penny, no 


Pater Noſter. But is this a Mark of a True Miniſter ! 
' Or is it not direQly contrary to Chriff*s Words and Com- 
»ands? Matth. 10. 7, 8. F, 

And that Whereas Lawrence Parke came not to. the 
Cure uatil Jave, 1691. as they ſay; *tis Obſervable, there 
was but one Perſon and his Wie 1n that Town, that did 
go then to the Meetings of the People calld Quakers. 

But after the ſaid Lawrence Parke came to Preach there, 
he made it much of his Buſineſs, at ſeveral times, to Preach 
againſt the ſaid People, and that in very Harſh Terms 
and Expreſſions; which caus'd a DiſſatisfaQion in feveral 
of his Hearers, who thought the ſaid People deſerved not 
tobe fo much preached. againft ; and thoſe his” Sermons 
cauſed ſome of them, to defire to be fully ſatisfied concern- 
10g the ſaid People, and thoſe things which the ſaid Las- 
reace Parke ſo frequently did Preach againſt to his Audi- 

tory, in the ſaid Pariſh of Weſt-Dereham; and this cauſed 
them to go to ſome of their Meetings, where they were 
{atisfied that the ſaid Lawrence Parke had given a falſe Re- 
port concerning them and their Principles ; and had m_ 

MU» 
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miſ-repreſented them, to the People; and ſome of them 
have ſince left going to hear him, being fully fatisfied in 
themſelves for ſo doing : So that inſtead of keeping: his 
Hearers from the Qaakers (ſo calPd ) his miſ-repreſenting 
and abuſing them in his Sermons, was one great cauſe why 
ſame left him. | 

And whereas they ſay, * The Wife of one Becker a 
( Quaker, gave her {elf the trouble of going three Miles 
'to the Miniſters Houſe, on prirpoſe to vex him with 
' Quakerly Queſtions in a Quibling Way, on Aſcention day 
Morning, 1695. To which.take her Certificate, 

This is to Cerrifie, that I Mary Becker, the Wife of Tho- 
mes Becket, was much difatisfied in my Mind concerning 


& fame: Religious Matters, which I heard Laurence Parke 
the Prieſt of Weſt-Dereham (where I dwell) preach in 


his Sermons, where he uſe to preach frequently, not. only 
zainft the Quakers, but other Diſſenters, at ſeveral times, 
before I-went among the ſaid People called Quakers; and 
for that reaſon I went to his Houſe in Bartoy, deſiring to be 
atisfied 'by. him, touching thoſe Matters they now: call 
uakerly Queſtions, not deſigning to diſturb him, but to 
te inſtruted by hinit; he told me he could not then re- 
ſolve me, but would endeavour to fſatisfie me in ſome of 
his Sermons if I would come to Charch, which IF did ; but 
inſtead of being ſatisfied, touching thoſe Matters, I grew 
more diſſatisfied in my Mind, until I heard ſome of the 
People called Qazakers, and then it pleaſed the Lord, I 
ame to be ſatisfied concerning thoſe Matters: And this 
was the true reafon of my going to his Houſe, and not in 
the leaſt to Yex or Diſturb him. Witneſs my hand, 


XMary Becket. 


And 


(43) 


"HE 


or Words to that effe&:*" 


be not - within Toes. 


Thomas Becket. 1 


And whereas they further ſay, that * One Phillips a Que * A 
« ker went to diſturb their Miniſter at his own Houſe, one 
* Munaaz in May laſt, to Challenge, and Provoke him to Di 
* fpute with the Quakers, at a Meeting. at Szoav, that 
* was to be held on the Morrow, as himſelf confeſſed atF 
© ter he came Home : And he and his Friends oral i 
* th 
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« the-Repott {6mm days before, 'ro call the Country toge- 
* the; ind thett gave K Ont the Prieft promiſed, Ra dig 
« 608 come.” Now here follows Certificate of the ſaid 


Philips, " en 
"This is 66 Certifie, thar I Williaw Philips of Weſt. 


Devehen); being informed that Levieace Parke was much 
diſturde@at 2 pt rr was at” our Town the begia- 
ning of phe Moatti ealPd 014 Taft,” and' chart he ſaid, IF 


| be knew' where there was another Meeting, he would come to it ; 


I thought fit to go'ts his Houfe, and let him know there 
was to be'a Meeting the next day at Sroak, he anſwered, 
oo FH could wot, or ſhould not comer, for that he was not then © 
provided ' ; but faid, that i» 4 ſbort tim? there would bt. 
Meetings enough, when they had' got the Books ( meaning our 
& Books) and more Diſcourſe we had together, 

and he would haye me fit down. in his Houſe and Drink, 
ind' T-did not think he'was offended with che, for my 
friendly" goirig to His Houſe, for We parted .zs good Neigh- 


bours, 'and'F thoughe then'in good" Will to SO ore 


Witneſs my Hand, + 
| William Phillips. 


' And whereas they further fay, < This'Phillps, together 
owith'one Mefor and Betkir, By fpedtith Frotaely of the 
-Ordihances of Chriſt, and ſetting yp a Conventicle-con- 
©trary to'Law, &c. 
This 'is'a General and Proofleſs Charge, and deny*d by 
ther, / and 4] Proy*d, .needs no further Reply. q 
| And whereas they further Certifie, . that their Miniſter, 
© Lawrence Parke, had many Ptovocations'and Challenges : 
' One above all the reſt, /ay they, we cannot forget, which 
"was given him in Writing, when he was in the Pulpit, 
| by one Lily, in fight of the whole Congregation. In 
ter to which, take the —_— Certifacates. ot 
1$ 
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, Thijs to Cer bas gba Vive.9615jx Yogrs.090 
- Phily Toſi, xogether-rwirh Jobs Browns ;be1ng, at+.tne 
Burial uf a Riba, at Weſt Dereham ; at which, time, 
ſome of the Pariſhioners being the hearers of Laurence Park, 
told us, that their Mioiſter had Preached, That the, Qua- 


kers had not Read. in, a Bible; theſe: Rorty;Yearsz'.and 
that they, did not.care,zf all, the Bibles,wore Buro'd,, * 
: Now we bearing the Report of; fuch avery Sady Wicked 
and moſt Uncharitable Abuſe, were. concerned.;'.knowing 
our.Innocency, did therefore write a;few Lines, to .him; 
that he would admit. us. to. a, Friendly. Conference, that he 
might either Prove] is Charge, qr Clat-Vs before the Peo- 
ple; or to that. Ef t> without Adyiding, withiany.of our 
Friends. Witneſs our Hands. al gon 19 he 

| Phillip, Tafill, John Brows, 


_ Fhis is to Certifie, That. Mr., Park; having 'Preached. 
much againſt Ae Gutter and Diſcourſed,,; that he would: 
Prove them'tq be: oC! Yee; te Repore thergpr came! 
to fome of the ſaid People, and one of them ,gaye-me a 
few Lines to give: him, to deſire a Friendly Conference with 
him about thofe Matters, which I accordingly gave to the 
{aid Mr. Park; agd though I gavg him-theman,che Cherch, 
it was my own Doing, .and; not. by, Di etion;of any; ane 
to'give- him them in that.Place: And:H did; not. under= 
ftand that more than One or Two of the aid People wrote 
thoſe Lines ; or that I might not :give him-them as Tn- 
offenfively in that Place, as in. any other, | being; ons of 
his Hearers. This is: about Five or, Six Years:ago,12s 1 
f ' PR 


remember.  Witzeſs my Hands . ho a own? 
| me Datotylic o7oos 5n07 
7 41 51) John Lith- 
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And: whereas they further Cettifie, * That this; and no- 
© thing. bur. this,” made-themi-andotheir Miniſters willing: 


* toiPermie:Mr-Bagg! to:comEamonght them,. to try+ if he 


6 could - Conjare-down (thc buſie' :Spirit which pollefſes 
© the Quekers, and is. ſotroubleſome tous. 
Reply, Firſt, We. may; conclude, by ' the Nature and | 
Groſtneſs;of.theſe.-words, that; you,»paori People, know 
not what you have figntd !: oo have given'a'Notable 
Refle&ion upon Fre. Bagg ; Is he indeed turn'd Conjurer ? 
But if it be ſo, we know that Spirit the Sincere Quakers 
are-led by, has always been too hard for ſuch Conjurers. 
But pray, wherefore are you {o harſh in RefleQtions on 
your Neighboars, as though they were led by a Dzabolical 
Spirit ? This touches not them only, hat Chriſt alſo, in 
whom they have Believed ; and that Spirit that dwelt in 
thoſe that Perſecuted our Lord, dwells too much in you ; 
mey and theMaſter of the Houle Bee/zebab, and alſo a 
Blaſphemer ; no Marvel tlien'if tis Fotlbwers be called ſo: 
We remember, this Caution, The Seryqzt' js not. greater 
hen bi, aids we re ſorry, for aur. fakes, thas you 
ſhould Offer that Injury to your .own'Sonafs;*but do de- 
fire you to Repent, that God may. ſhew_zou _ Mercy; for 
you, together with your Miaiſter, lie under that Wo, ſpo- 
_ of in 1/azah 5. in calling Good Evil, and Light Dark- 
neſs. | 

Further, whereas you confeſs, That you and your Mini- 
© ſter accompanied F. Bugg to one Quakers Houle, and ſent 
* one of his Printed Charges in a Letter to Samuel Cater. 

Anſw. This is a clear Confeſſion ; here are Eighteen of 
you, and your Miniſter, haye Efpouſed F. Byzg's Challenge, 
and ſent it not only to a Qzater's Houſe, but to S. Cater 
of Little Port, in the Iſle of Ely, for him, and Five more 
of his Brethren, to come forth, and joyn with your Mz- 
niſter and F. Bugg, and Four more. So now you have _ 
well 
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well tobe Hegges, and-Coafefs your At; fornow the 
yn yur Here is a'Printed Chaſlhrige 
Auguſt 10; 2698. And here is your Miniftns 
aft 223. 1698: And here is" the '3d' of 
OF, fixt poo $6 Day of 0 Diſpute 5 and + o—_ do fn 
Appear, we muſt be uno and. Comas 


this on oh 1h ori ny 
Letter, Dad pes the * 


i. 
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